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Video modeling interventions involve a child watching videotapes of positive examples of adults, peers, or him or herself engaging in a behavior that is being taught.  Research suggests that video modeling interventions are effective in teaching a variety of skills to children with autism and other developmental disabilities. Participants will learn how to use video modeling to teach social skills to individuals of all ages and ability levels.

The presenter will also discuss the success of FILM CLUB, an inclusive social skills class using scripting, acting, video-modeling, film editing, and directing for children in elementary, junior high, and high school, and adult ages.  FILM CLUB was created by Ms. Garro because she saw a need in the community for children and adults to develop their social interaction skills by using this fun technique. She based Film Club on evidence based research using video modeling and scripts to teach social skills.  Participants in Film Club also learn the technical side of becoming a director, videographer, photographer, actor, script writer, and film editior.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Joanie Garro is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) and Certified Special Education Teacher (CT). She has worked with individuals with autism and other developmental disabilities for over 25 years. She holds a Master’s degree in psychology from the Applied Behavior Analysis program at the University of Houston Clear Lake (2007) and a Bachelor’s Degree in Special Education (1990). Joanie has worked in various roles including a special education teacher in the public school, an early intervention specialist with ECI, a rehabilitation specialist for adults with head injuries, and a consultant to schools, ECI programs, and NASA contractors. 
Ms Garro has co-published research in the Journal for Applied Behavior Analysis on Teacher Training and spoken at National and local conferences about her research on social interaction between students with and without disabilities.
She is currently in private practice working directly with children while coaching families. She served as the education advisor for the Greater Clear Lake Families Exploring Down Syndrome and volunteers at her church in the REACH ministry (serves families with children with special needs).  As a sibling of two brothers, one with Autism and one with Down Syndrome, she enjoys sharing her passion about educating and advocating for individuals with different abilities.





















